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Under our Christmas trees or wherever we set
up our creches or nativity scenes, we often
find figurines of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and
shepherds and Kings…usually three kings.
How did this come to be seeing as there are
no Kings mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel?
Luke’s gospel doesn’t mention any visitors to
the Birth of Jesus except shepherds. In fact,
Matthew states that magi (an unspecified
number of magicians) came from the East to
see King Herod (Herod the Great) and ask
where is “the newborn king of the Jews”?
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In 1857, John Henry Hopkins, Jr. wrote a
Christmas carol (We Three Kings of Orient
Are) for a pageant in New York City.
Hopkins was the rector of Christ Episcopal
Church in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. It
appears that Hopkins thought there must
have been three Kings, because there are
three gifts described in Matthew’s Gospel.

So, what about those gifts? The scripture
passages tell us that the magi brought gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. In countless
homilies and bible studies we have heard
that the gold signified the royalty of Jesus,
the frankincense was for liturgical worship
of Jesus and the myrrh was for embalming,
which signified that Jesus would die for us.
These are quite naturally worthy reasons to
present these gifts.

But how would these “magi” know about
the coming of Jesus? They said they
followed a star. If this was a planetary
convergence (as many astronomers
believe) would it have shown itself long
enough for someone to travel on foot or by
camel and horse from a place as distant as

Persia? Would they have known about the
writings of Daniel or Ezekiel if they came
from Babylon (still a long distance on foot).
Were they Zoroastrian priests as some have
conjectured…and if so, why would they
believe any Jewish prophecy stories?

Could they have come from someplace
closer? And what about the myrrh?

Let’s step back in history to the time of King
Josiah (640-609 BC). Josiah became king of
Judah when he was only eight years old
following the death of his father. When he
grew into manhood, he discovered a scroll
of the Torah stashed away in the Temple.
Upon reading it he learned the nations true
faith and was disheartened and angered
to realize that the priesthood of his time
had allowed idols to false gods to be
constructed within the Temple sanctuary
and that worship to these false gods was a
daily occurrence. He acted swiftly, he
separated all faithful priests from the
majority and exiled all who had committed
such atrocities in the Temple.

They were driven out into the desert.

Where did these priests go? One of the
closest areas for sanctuary would be the
Kingdom of the Nabateans immediately
southeast of Israel and beyond the Dead
Sea. In the time of King Herod, the king of
the Nabateans, King Aretas IV had good
relations with Herod. If the magi came from
Petra, the great city of the Nabateans, they
would have had no difficulty entering Israel.

However, if they did not go back to Herod
as he requested upon finding the Christ
Child (which they didn’t) they could expect
King Aretas IV to hand them over to Herod.
In Matthew’s scripture we read that they
went back by a different way. Perhaps
they separated and went back to multiple
locations to escape the wrath of Herod
and hide from King Aretas IV?

Another issue that lends some plausibility to
this scenario is the gift of myrrh. Myrrh was
used for anointing new priests in the First
Temple Period. But after the Temple was
destroyed by the Babylonians and
ultimately rebuilt under Ezra, Nehemiah and
Zerubbabel, (Second Temple Period), myrrh
was no longer used for anointing. Could
these magi have been descendants of the
exiled priests of King Josiah’s time? Could
they have brought myrrh for anointing the
new Eternal High Priest?

We cannot be certain. But another curious
event occurred after the Apostle Paul was
converted on the road to Damascus. In his
Epistle to the Galatians he says he went
from Damascus into Arabia and after three
years made his way to Jerusalem to confer
with the other Apostles. What did Paul do
in Arabia? What did he mean by Arabia?
Was it possible that he met with some of the
descendants of the magi, the exiled priests
of the Temple?

We cannot be certain. But there is one
thing we can always be certain of…Wise
Men (and women and children) seek HIM,
still.

- Gordon Peck
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Then Herod called the magi secretly and 
ascertained from them the time of the 
star’s appearance.

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search diligently for the child. When 
you have found him, bring me word, that I 
too may go and do him homage.”

After their audience with the king they set 
out. And behold, the star that they had 
seen at its rising preceded them, until it 
came and stopped over the place where 
the child was.

They were overjoyed at seeing the star,  
and on entering the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother. They prostrated 
themselves and did him homage. Then 
they opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed for their 
country by another way.

MATTHEW 2: 1-12

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, 
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have 

come to do him homage.”

When King Herod heard this, he was greatly 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

Assembling all the chief priests and the 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born.

They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for thus it has been written through the 
prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler,
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

PETRA

BETHLEHEM
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Thursday Dec. 1st

Predictions of Christ 

(and Christmas)

Thursday Dec. 15th

The Gospel Message 

of Christmas

Thursday Dec. 22nd

The Saints and Traditions 

of Christmas

7:00 pm LIVE (and ZOOM) and Recorded                                               

at St. Malachy Gather Space
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All Men are welcome and invited to attend.
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
each month; 8:00 am – 9:30 am in the 

Social Hall (at St. Paul of Tarsus Church)

Also, the 4th Thursday of each month
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm in the Library

NO cost / NO prerequisites / 
NO long-term commitment

Only requirement: a desire to grow in 
holiness with other men

For questions see … 
https://spotmensfsg.wordpress.com/contact/

St. Paul of Tarsus is at the Northeast corner 
of Romeo Plank and Canal

41300 Romeo Plank Rd, Clinton Twp, MI 
48038

https://www.facebook.com/SPOTJourneyMen/

An opportunity for Catholic Men to come together 
for Scripture, Prayer, Discussion and Inspiration.

Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another … 
Proverbs 27:17

Pray for 

Peace in 

Ukraine and 

the World

Lord Jesus, 
As You once called the first disciples to make 
them fishers of men, let Your sweet invitation 
continue to re-sound: Come, follow Me!

Give young men and women the grace of 
responding quickly to Your voice.

Support our bishops, priests, and consecrated 
people in their apostolic labor.  Grant 
perseverance to our seminarians and to all 
those who are carrying out the ideal of a life 
totally consecrated to Your service.

Mary, Mother of the Church, the model of every 
vocation, help us to say “Yes” to the Lord Who 
calls us to cooperate in the divine plan of 
salvation.

We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen

- Prayer of Pope Saint John Paul II
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The Church of the Nativity

in Bethlehem

Built by Justinian

in the 6th Century



The 14-Pointed Star demarks the place 

where Jesus was born and the 3 groups 

of 14 generations described in Matthew 

Chapter One 
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Saint Malachy:
Web Site-
http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
And Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/

Cable Television:
EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network)
Livestreamed via Internet, or
ATT U-Verse Channel 562
WOW Channel 44
Comcast/Xfinity 393

EWTN Website:  https://www.ewtn.com/
EWTN can be downloaded to your computer, phone, 
or TV (free channel)
Videos On-Demand
https://video.ewtn.com/
Religious Catalogue for Books, Videos. Devotional 
Items, other:
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/

Archdiocese of Detroit:
https://www.aod.org/
Detroit Catholic Daily News
https://detroitcatholic.com/

Shalom World TV
https://www.shalomworld.org

Ave Maria Radio
https://avemariaradio.net/
Download live or recorded programs

United States Council of Catholic bishops
Policy, Bible (Scriptures) and More
http://www.usccb.org/
Download daily scripture to your phone.  Appears 
around 6:30 am every morning
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/

Word on Fire (bishop Robert Barron)
Daily Readings and Reflection; Books and Videos
https://www.wordonfire.org/

Dynamic Catholic (Matthew Kelly)
Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” daily messages and 
reflections
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

CATHOLIC RESOURCES

Be kind to one another,
Check up on your friends and family,
Give your fellow parishioners a call,
Share the Truth of the Gospel,
Share this Newsletter with them.

Christ is counting on us

My Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thou hast made this journey 
to die for me 
with love unutterable, 
and I have so many times 
Unworthily abandoned Thee; 
but now I love Thee 
with my whole heart, 
And because I love Thee 
I repent sincerely for 
having ever offended Thee. 
Pardon me, my God, 
and permit me to accompany              
Thee on this journey. 
Thou goest to die for love of me; 
I wish also,
my beloved Redeemer, 
to die for love of Thee. 
My Jesus, 
I will live and die 
always united to Thee.

Amen
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